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Rath Packing Company HAER No. IA-41 
Sycamore Street between Elm and 18th Streets 
Waterloo 
Black Hawk County 
Iowa 

Documentation: 10 exterior photos (1992-93) 
2 photographic copies of aerial photos (1954, 1988) 
5 photographic copies of exterior photos (ca. 1901, ca. 1925, ca. 1929, ca. 1935, ca. 
1937) 

4 photographic copies of blueprints of original complex (1891, plans, elevations, 
sections, details) 

2 photographic copies of site plans (1934, 1941) 
3 data pages (photographic copies of plant engineers' building function charts, ca. 
1960 

1 ink-on-mylar drawing (1993, cover sheet/site plan) 

Jerry Mathiason, Photographer, December 1992/January 1993 
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GENERAL VIEW OF RATH COMPLEX, LOOKING NORTHWEST FROM 18TH 
STREET BRIDGE 

GENERAL VIEW, LOOKING NORTH FROM ACROSS CEDAR RIVER 

GENERAL VIEW, LOOKING NORTHEAST FROM ACROSS CEDAR RIVER 

GENERAL VIEW, LOOKING EAST FROM ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD 
TRACKS 

GENERAL VIEW, LOOKING EAST FROM SYCAMORE STREET 

MAIN ENTRANCE, LOOKING SOUTH FROM SYCAMORE STREET; CORNER 
OF BUILDING 88 IS VISIBLE AT RIGHT, BUILDING 93 IS AT CENTER, 
BUILDING 145 AT LEFT 

GENERAL VIEW, LOOKING SOUTHWEST FROM CORNER OF SYCAMORE 
AND 18TH STREETS 

LIGHT COURT BETWEEN BUILDINGS 148 (LEFT) AND 168 (RIGHT); 
LOOKING WEST FROM BUILDING 149 

FERTILIZER PLANT AND STORAGE BUILDINGS, LOOKING EAST FROM 
BUILDING 149; LIVESTOCK HOLDING BUILDINGS (HOG AND SHEEP 
HOTELS) OCCUPIED OPEN AREA IN FOREGROUND 

FERTILIZER PLANT AND STORAGE BUILDINGS, LOOKING NORTHEAST 
FROM 18TH STREET BRIDGE 

Photographic copy of aerial photograph dated ca. 1954; Photographer unknown; 
Original owned by Waterloo Courier. Waterloo, Iowa; AERIAL VIEW OF RATH 
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COMPLEX, LOOKING WEST; BEEF KILLING BUILDING (BUILDING 149 
AND LIVESTOCK HOLDING AREAS ARE AT LEFT CENTER; FERTILIZER 
PLANT/STORAGE BUILDINGS ARE AT BOTTOM OF PHOTO 

IA-41-12 Photographic copy of aerial photograph dated October 1988; Photographed by Aerial 
Services, Incorporated, Waterloo, Iowa;   THE RATH COMPLEX FROM 
DIRECTLY OVERHEAD;  THE PACKING PLANT BUILDINGS OCCUPY 
UPPER RIGHT QUADRANT OF PHOTO; 18TH STREET BRIDGE AT 
CENTER 

IA-41-13 Photographic copy of photograph dated ca. 1901; Photographer unknown; Original 
in collection of Waterloo Courier, Waterloo, Iowa; THE RATH COMPLEX AS IT 
APPEARED AT THE END OF THE COMPANY'S FIRST DECADE; ENGINE 
ROOM AT LEFT, KILLING BUILDING AT CENTER, WAREHOUSE 
BUILDINGS AT RIGHT; A PORTION OF THE ICEHOUSE IS VISIBLE AT 
EXTREME RIGHT; LOOKING SOUTH 

IA-41-14 Photographic copy of photograph dated ca. 1925; Photographer unknown; Original 
in Rath collection at Iowa State University Libraries, Department of Special 
Collections, Ames, Iowa; Filed under:   Rath Packing Company, Public Relations, 
Symbol N, Box 106, File 6; THE RATH COMPLEX IN THE MID 1920S; 
LARGE BUILDING TO LEFT OF SMOKESTACK IS HOG KILL (BUILDING 
40); LOOKING NORTH FROM ACROSS CEDAR RIVER 

IA-41-15 Photographic copy of photograph dated ca. 1929; Photographer unknown; Original 
in Rath collection at Grout Museum, Waterloo, Iowa; Filed under:   Rath Packing 
Company, Box 4; THE RATH COMPLEX IN THE LATE 1920S; LOOKING 
WEST FROM 18TH STREET; LARGE BUILDING AT CENTER IS HOG KILL 
(BUILDING 40) 

IA-41-16 Photographic copy of photograph dated ca. 1935; Photographer unknown;   Original 
in Rath collection at Iowa State University Libraries, Department of Special 
Collections, Ames, Iowa; Filed under:   Rath Packing Company, Public Relations, 
Symbol N, Box 106, File 6; COLD STORAGE AND WAREHOUSE BUILDINGS 
ON WEST END OF RATH COMPLEX; BUILDING WITH ELEVATOR TOWER 
NEAR CENTER OF PHOTO IS BUILDING 9; LOOKING SOUTHEAST 

IA-41-17 Photographic copy of photograph dated ca. 1937; Photographer unknown; Original 
in Rath collection at Grout Museum, Waterloo, Iowa; Filed under:   Rath Packing 
Company, Box 4; POWER PLANT (BUILDING 27), LEFT; LARD REFINERY 
(BUILDING 93), CENTER; AND MANUFACTURING BUILDING (BUILDING 
88), RIGHT 

IA-41-18 Photographic copy of blueprint dated 1891; William R. Berger, Chicago, architect; 
Original in collection of Rath drawings and blueprints owned by Waterloo 
Community Development Board, Waterloo, Iowa; PLANS, ELEVATIONS, AND 
SECTIONS OF BUILDINGS IN THE ORIGINAL RATH COMPLEX 

IA-4I-19 Photographic copy of blueprint dated 1891; William R. Berger, Chicago, architect; 
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Original in collection of Rath drawings and blueprints owned by Waterloo 
Community Development Board, Waterloo, Iowa; PLANS AND ELEVATIONS OF 
BUILDINGS IN THE ORIGINAL RATH COMPLEX 

IA-41-20 Photographic copy of blueprint dated 1891; William R. Berger, Chicago, architect; 
Original in collection of Rath drawings and blueprints owned by Waterloo 
Community Development Board, Waterloo, Iowa; SITE PLAN FOR ORIGINAL 
RATH COMPLEX; SHEET ALSO INCLUDES DETAILS OF EQUIPMENT USED 
IN HOG KILLING AND CHILLING BUILDINGS 

IA-41-21 Photographic copy of blueprint dated 1891; William R. Berger, Chicago, architect; 
Original in collection of Rath drawings and blueprints owned by Waterloo 
Community Development Board, Waterloo, Iowa; DETAILS OF ICE CRIBS USED 
IN PACKINGHOUSE/CHILLING BUILDING IN THE ORIGINAL RATH 
PACKING PLANT 

IA-41-22 Photographic copy of blueline print dated 1934; Prepared by Coats & Burchard 
Company, Appraisers and Engineers, Chicago; Original in collection of Rath 
drawings and blueprings owned by Waterloo Community Development Board, 
Waterloo, Iowa; MAP OF PROPERTY, THE RATH PACKING COMPANY 

IA-41-23 Photographic copy of blueprint dated 1941; Henschien, Everds & Crombie, 
Architects & Engineers, Chicago; Original in collection of Rath drawings and 
blueprints owned by Waterloo Community Development Board, Waterloo, Iowa; 
PLOT PLAN OF THE RATH PACKING COMPANY PLANT 

IA-41-24 Photographic copy of plant engineer's hand-drawn building function chart, dated 
1967; Ink and pencil on tracing paper; Attributed to "GWN;" Original in collection 
of Rath drawings and blueprints owned by Waterloo Community Development Board, 
Waterloo, Iowa; SHEET ONE; OUTLINES ACTIVITIES TAKING PLACE ON 
EACH FLOOR OF MAJOR BUILDINGS IN THE RATH COMPLEX 

IA-41-25 Photographic copy of plant engineer's hand-drawn building function chart, dated 
1967; Ink arid pencil on tracing paper; Attributed to "GWN;" Original in collection 
of Rath drawings and blueprints owned by Waterloo Community Development Board, 
Waterloo, Iowa; SHEET TWO; OUTLINES ACTIVITIES TAKING PLACE ON 
EACH FLOOR OF MAJOR BUILDINGS IN THE RATH COMPLEX 

IA-41-26 ■ Photographic copy of plant engineer's hand-drawn building function chart, dated 
1967; Ink and pencil on tracing paper; Attributed to "GWN;" Original in collection 
of Rath drawings and blueprints owned by Waterloo Community Development Board, 
Waterloo, Iowa; SHEET THREE; OUTLINES ACTIVITIES TAKING PLACE ON 
EACH FLOOR OF MAJOR BUILDINGS IN THE RATH COMPLEX 


